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The talk wishes to revisit the age-old debate on the federal nature of the European project. The main scope for discussing again what seems to be an exhausted topic is exactly to problematize the view that the Union is solely founded on certain common constitutional traditions. In fact, a comparative analysis of the application of the federal principle in the constitutional orders of the EU and its Member States proves beyond reasonable doubt that the Union may be also founded on certain norms that are totally unknown to the constitutional orders of a number of its Member States. Federalism provides of an excellent example of such an uncommon constitutional principle on which the Union is founded as 21 out of the 27 Member States are either unitary in the Jacobin sense or merely decentralized. In order to achieve its scope the paper, first of all, briefly considers some classical writings on federalism in order to suggest a definition for a principle that has made a long ‘journey in quest of its meaning.'  Having established a definition for the elusive principle, I then analyze whether the EU could satisfy the criteria set out in order to be understood as a federal polity. The following part of the paper highlights the sheer diversity of the application of the federal principle in Europe by providing a comparative analysis of the federal and regionalized Member States. The final section, explores whether there is anything uncommon about the un-commonality of the federal principle by suggesting that the debate on federal Europe depicts the conflicting visions about the finalité politique of the European project.
