
“Local” Roundtable Participants: 
 

Carl Baar, Professor (Emeritus), Brock University, Adjunct Professor, 
Department of Political Science, York University, Ph.D. University of Chicago. 
 
baar@yorku.ca 
 
Baar has for over 40 years specialized in the field of judicial administration. In the 
process, he has written or coauthored 5 books and monographs, 25 technical 
reports, and over 80 refereed articles, book chapters and professional articles. 
 
After taking early retirement in 2000, he began a new career as an international 
rule-of-law and caseflow management consultant in Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe 
and the Caribbean, taking him to Peshawar, Pakistan, the week before 9/11 and 
Karachi while Daniel Pearl was held captive there. 
 
Baar's brush with Canadian adversarial legalism occurred in 1990 when the 
Supreme Court of Canada applied his research on court delay to Regina v. 
Askov, resulting in the dismissal of over 51,000 criminal charges within the next 
year and the creation of a new verb still heard in the criminal courts today. 
 
 
Ran Hirschl, Professor, Political Science and Law, University of Toronto; LLB, 
Tel-Aviv University, Israel; PhD, Yale University. 
 
ran.hirschl@utoronto.ca  
http://www.law.utoronto.ca/faculty/hirschl/  
 
Professor Hirschl is a senior Canada Research Chair in Constitutionalism  �and 
Democracy at the University of Toronto. He is the author of Towards 
Juristocracy: The Origins and Consequences of the New  �Constitutionalism 
(Harvard University Press, 2004 & 2007), and Constitutional Theocracy (Harvard 
University Press, 2010), as well as numerous articles and book chapters on 
comparative constitutional law and politics and the study of comparative legal 
traditions and institutions more generally. His article "The Nordic Counter-
Narrative: �Democracy, Human Development and Judicial Review" will be 
published in�I-CON International Journal of Constitutional Law in 2011. He has 
been�a Fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences 
(Stanford), a Fulbright Scholar, and a Fellow at Princeton  �University's Program 
in Law and Public Affairs. Most recently, he was appointed Global Faculty 
member at NYU Law School, served as the Jeremiah Smith, Jr. Visiting 
Professor of Law at Harvard Law School,  �received a University of Toronto 
Outstanding Teaching Award, and delivered the 2010 Annual Lecture in Law and 
Society at Oxford �University.  
 



Lesley Jacobs, Professor, Department of Social Science (Law and Society 
Program) & Political Science, Director, York Centre for Public Policy & Law, York 
University; DPhil, University of Oxford (also: introduction of keynote). 
 
jacobs@yorku.ca  
http://ycppl.osgoode.yorku.ca/directorycppl.html  
 
His research interests include comparative public policy, empirical� social-legal� 
research, courts and social policy, and health and human rights. He� 
furthermore� focuses on intersections between international human rights and 
trade law, �and� theoretical work on social justice. �   
 
Professor Jacobs’ recent articles include: “Privacy Rights Mobilization Among 
Marginal Groups in Canada:  Fulfilling the �Mandate of PIPEDA” (March 2011), 
for the Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada; ��“Strengthening Access 
to Justice:  Canada Country Report, Vance Center for� International Justice, 
New York Bar (March 2011), (with Kaitlyn Matulewicz),  “Protecting Privacy 
Rights in the Emerging Digital�Economy: Canada’s Regulatory Scheme, Its 
Adaptability, and Its Future”�(December 2010), for the Industry Canada/SSHRC 
Presidential Initiative on the Emerging�Digital Economy;��“Canada’s System of 
Regionally Extended and Differentiated Employment Insurance�Benefits:  An 
Equal Employment Opportunities Approach” (October 2010),�for the 
Employment Insurance Task Force; Keith Banting, Chair��(with Lorne Foster), 
“Shared Citizenship as the Context for Competing Human�Rights Claims: 
Towards a Social Policy Framework,” Canadian Diversity, vol. X�(Summer 
2010), 10-14; ��“Equality, Adequacy and Stakes Fairness:  Retrieving the Equal 
Opportunities in�Education Approach”, Theory and Research in Education, 8.3 
(November 2010),�1-20;��“CHINA PAPERS No. 12: China's Capacity to 
Respond to the H1N1 Pandemic Alert and�Future Global Public Health Crises: A 
Policy Window For Canada” (Toronto:�Canadian International Council, June 
2010), �(with Brenda Jacobs); “Multidisciplinary Paths to Family Justice: 
Professional�Challenges and Promising Practices” (Toronto, Law Commission of 
Ontario, June�2010); ��“Mapping the Legal Consciousness of First Nations 
Voters:  Understanding Voting�Rights Mobilization”, (in English and French) 
(Ottawa, Elections Canada, May�2009), reprinted in Julie Peters and Jerry 
White, editors, Aboriginal Policy and�Research in Canada (Toronto:�Thompson 
Educational, Jan 2011). 
 
Ron Levi, George Ignatieff Chair of Peace and Conflict Studies, �Associate 
Professor, Criminology and Sociolegal Studies, University of �Toronto; BCL and 
LLB McGill University; LLM and SJD, University of Toronto. � 
 
ron.levi@utoronto.ca  
http://individual.utoronto.ca/ronlevi/  
 



Professor Levi’s research focuses on the sociology of state power, law �and 
internationalization and global justice. His current research �focuses on: how the 
fields of international criminal law, human �rights, and international development 
have changed over the past �several decades, with an emphasis on legal and 
institutional responses� to mass atrocities; how urban and criminal justice 
policies reflect �the politics of modern states (such as neoliberalism); and 
immigration �and transnational experiences of legality, crime, citizenship, and 
the� state, including their effects for social inclusion and well-being.�  
 
Professor Levi is a Fellow in the Successful Societies �Program of the Canadian 
Institute for Advanced Research. ��Professor Levi's recent work includes 
"Lawyers, Humanitarian� Emergencies, and the Politics of Large Numbers" (with 
John Hagan) to� the collection on Lawyers and the Construction of 
Transnational �Justice (edited by Y. Dezalay & B. Garth. New York: Routledge, 
�forthcoming), and "Médiation et droit pénal international: Le� façonnage des 
outils de poursuite des crimes de guerre" (with Heather �Schoenfeld) in Volume 
174 of Actes de la recherche en sciences� sociales. 
 
Miriam Smith, Professor, Law & Society, Department of Social Sciences, York 
University (moderator)  
 
mcsmith@yorku.ca  
http://www.yorku.ca/mcsmith/  
 
Professor Smith’s research interests include Canadian and comparative 
politics, public policy, public law� and social movements. Among other works, 
she is the author of� Political Institutions and Lesbian and Gay Rights in the 
United States� and Canada (Routledge 2008) and co-editor with Michael Orsini 
of� Critical Policy Studies (UBC Press 2008). � 
 


